mmAxam  on  nahionaj.  lsx^isution  of  interest  to  eelioious  cstoops 

issued  l>y  the 

Friends  Caomittee  on  Hstional  Legislation 
2111  Florida  ATenoe,  N.W* 
lashington  8,  D«  C* 


lashington  Letter  No *21  July  2.  1945 


See  special  Sopplement  on  the  San  Fk^ancisco  Conference*  GItb  careful  study  to  the 
text  of  the  Charter. 


*  Write  to  your  OongrescEoan  imnediately  for  copies  of  the  hearings  on  peace tlioe  oox> 

*  scription  tefore  the  House  Committee  on  Post  Vkr  Military  Policy*  Bead  and  study 
*  Carefully  the  argooents  pro  and  eon* 

* 

^  Ihe  next  move  in  Congress  will  probably  be  hearings  before  the  House  Ccnnittee  on 

*  Military  Affairs  in  the  early  fall*  Hsve  you  written  members  of  the  Military 

*  Affairs  Committee  regarding  your  opposition  to  peacetime  conscription? 


POST  WAB  MILITaBT  POLICI  COIAIITB  CONCLDDES  HB4BINQS  ON  PEACETIME  OONSCBIPTION 

(thirteen  days  of  hearings »  from  June  4  to  19,  were  held  by  the  House  Connittee  on  Post  War 
Militcu7  Policy  under  the  diaixmanship  of  BepresentatiTe  Clifton  A*  Woodrum  of  Virginia* 
Attendance  of  ttie  public  ranged  from  40  to  75  most  of  the  time  except  when  General  Marshall 
and  Admiral  King,  on  the  last  Saturday,  had  an  audience  of  about  125*  Cocinittee  attendance 
of  the  23-xsan  comnittee  was  small,  averaging  four  or  five  nudx  of  the  time  (Oongreasman 
Woodrum  was  the  only  one  there  at  times),  with  nine  in  their  chairs,  idien  Josephus  Daniels 
spoke  against  the  proposition  and  eleven  idien  General  Ibr shall  and  Admiral  Eing  testified, 
leading  the  representatives  of  the  press  covering  the  hearings  to  comment  on  the  apathy  of 
the  public  and  of  the  Congress  on  the  q[uestion*  There  was  little  questioning  of  witnesses 
and  that  maixiLy  to  bring  out  material  favorable  to  conscription. 

It  is  now  expected  that  the  Connittee  will  recommend  a  program  of  universal  military  train¬ 
ing  to  Congress  and  that  the  Bouse  Ccmnittee  on  Iftlitary  Affairs  will  hold  further  hearta  gs 
in  the  early  fall  after  the  House  recess,  ihiCh  is  now  planned  from  mid- July  until  after 
labor  Day*  Let  no  one  think  the  struggle  is  wozi,  until  the  natter  is  finally  acted  upon  ly 
Congress,  and  decisively  defeated* 

in.th  the  one  exception  of  the  American  Council  of  Christian  Churches,  fundamentalist  rival 
of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churehes,  no  national  religious,  education^,  fam,  or  labor 
organisation  appeared  in  favor  of  adopting  peacetime  conscription  now* 

Any  and  Navy  Heads  and  Veterans  Organisations  Urge  Uzdvsrsal  Trainix^ 

In  addition  to  General  Ifekrshall  axid  Admiral  Eing,  the  advocates  of  peacetime  conscription 
brou^t  in  their  top  fli^^t  military  spokesmen,  including  Secrateury  of  War  Stinson,  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Navy  Tbrrestal,  generals  and  admirals  from  the  Any  and  Navy,  and  letters 
from  General  Eisenhower,  Admiral  Halsey,  and  Fleet  Admiral  Nlmits* 

Others  appearing  in  favor  were  Chder- Secretary  of  State  Grew  and  representatives  of  the 
Citixens  ConBlttee  for  Military  Training  of  Young  Man,  Inc*,  and  the  affiliated  Wcxnsss 
OoBDittee,  the  American  Legion  and  the  Legion  Auxiliary,  the  Beservs  Officers 
Association,  the  National  Guard  Association,  the  American  Defense  Society,  the  American 
Veterans  Committee,  the  Disabled  War  Veterans,  the  New  York  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs,  the  United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  National  Negro  Congress,  and  the 
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Veterane  of  Poreign  Wars  liho  suggested  training  at  home  uzider  auspices  similar  to  the 
National  Guard  with  a  two  weeks  sunzner  camp.  A  few  editors,  presidents  of  universities, 
and  diurchmen,  all  speaking  as  individuals,  and  a  few  veterans  of  this  war  completed  the 
roster  of  witnesses  favoring  a  post  war  draft. 

Ihe  Amor  Navy  witnesses  were  scheduled  for  the  last  two  days,  so  that  the  opposition 
no  chance  to  examine  their  testimony.  It  was  argued  that  we  need  universal  military 
training  in  order  to  discourage  future  aggression,  to  Insure  against  future  invasion,  to 
save  lives  in  the  next  war  and  to  shorten  the  next  war,  to  curb  Buesia's  growing  military 
and  political  power,  to  back  up  our  commitments  in  the  San  Plrancisco  treaty,  to  obviate  , , 
the  necessity  of  a  large  standing  axBQr,  to  swell  our  power  and  influence  throu^out  the 
world,  to  stimulate  young  men  to  go  into  educational  life,  to  provide  training  for  the 
officers  of  our  Amy  and  Navy,  to  strengthen  the  moral  and  spiritual  life  of  Anerica,  and 
that  its  cost,  whils  heavy,  w^d  be  much  less  than  a  year  of  war. 

STRONG  OPPOSITION  EXPBESS2D  BI  CHURCH,  KDUCATIOI^AL,  FARM  AND  LABOR  GEOUPS 

Representatives  of  58  organizations  spoke  either  against  enactment  now  or  in  opposition  to 
conscription  in  principle.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  on  no  day  set  aside  for  the  opponents 
was  the  entire  five  hours  used  vdiidi  had  been  allocated  for  testimony,  several  organizations 
were  denied  opportunity  to  be  heard,  including  the  World  Peace  OKunission  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  the  United  Council  of  Chur(^  Women  who  were  to  be  represented  by  Ihrs.  Harper  Sibley, 
"Anerican  Mother  of  1946,”  the  United  Christian  Youth  Movement,  the  National  Peace  Con¬ 
ference,  tbs  Fraternal  Council  of  Negro  Churches,  and  the  Central  Conference  of  American 
Rabbis. 

The  three  religious  faiths  Joined  in  a  plea  to  delay  action  •  the  Protestants  throu^  the 
Federal  Council  of  Churches,  were  represented  by  Dr.  Herbert  J.  Burgstahler,  president  of 
Ghio  Wesleyan  University;  the  Catholics,  through  the  ^tional  Catholic  Welfare  Conference 
whose  Executive  Secretary  is  Msgr.  Howard  J.  Carroll,  filed  a  letter  with  the  Committee; 
and  the  Jews,  throu^  the  Rabbinical  Assembly  of  America  Whose  President  is  Dr.  Robert  Gordls, 
testified. 

Other  religious  groups  represented  at  the  hearings  included  the  United  Lutheran  Church,  the 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Churdi,  the  Presbyterian  Churdh  in  the  U.S.A. ,  the  International 
Convention  of  Disciples  of  Christ,  the  Northern  Baptist  Convention,  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Methodist  Youth  Fsllowship,  the  Msmonites,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  the  | 
fkiends,  whose  spokesman  was  D.  Robert  Yamall.  Several  local  dscardb.  councils  also  appeared.j 

D.  Robert  Yamall,  speaking  for  the  Aserioein  Friends  Service  Coosittee  and  the  ikiende  Com¬ 
mittee  on  National  Legislation,  opposed  penoanent  conscription  "with  all  the  strength  of 
conviction  of  which  ws  are  capable  •  first,  because  it  incoloates  contizxued  reliance  upon 
the  \>se  of  force  azid  is  likely  to  arouse  fear  and  suspicion  in  other  nations*  second, 
because  it  exalts  the  state  at  the  expense  of  religion  find  fjreedom  of  conscience*  third, 
because  of  its  probable  moral  effects  upon  our  youth  and  upon  our  nation.” 

Dr.  A.  J.  Brombau^,  vice  president  of  the  American  Council  on  BlucEtlon,  spearheaded  the 
educational  opposition  to  action  now,  revealing  a  poll  of  1,196  college,  university,  and 
Ju^or  college  xureeidants  showing  77%  for  postponing  a  decision  until  after  peace  comes  and 
80^  for  establishment  by  Congress  of  a  commission  to  study  postwar  defense  problems. 

Four  departments  of  the  National  Biucation  Association  were  represented  as  well  as  the 
National  Comaistion  on  Christian  Hig^r  Education,  the  Aesociation  of  American  Colleges, 
the  American  Association  of  Iftilverslty  Professors,  the  American  Education  Fellowship,  axWl 
the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers. 


Dr.  William  J.  Miller,  University  of  Detroit  president,  said  "to  adopt  the  essence  of  the 
system  we  are  fighting  to  deetroy  is  to  be  victimised  by  victory.” 


Ited  Baile7  of  the  Neitional  Orange  aeked  the  Connlttee  to  postpone  action  nntil  "the  stress 
of  mx  gives  may  to  the  sober  Jud^nent  of  peace*"  Sossell  Smith  of  the  national  larmers 
Union  declared  that  peacetime  conscription  has  alsays  been  repognant  to  the  American  people 
and  named  that  the  presence  of  troops  constantly  threatens  a  peacefol  solution  of  domestic 
conflicts*  Hs  said  a  program  of  foil  eaployment  nas  needed  Instead  of  conscription*  The 
American  Ihrm  Borean  Isderatlon  sent  a  statsusnt  urging  delay*  Jhdgo  William  X*  Hastle 
•peaking  for  the  national  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People  opposed  con¬ 
scription  because  It  would  continue  eartims  segregation  and  discrimination  in  the  armed 
forces* 

Walter  H*  Uphoff ,  a  fanner  and  aacretary  of  tha  Wisconsin  Comnittee  Against  Conscription, 
assorted,  "It  Is  hlg^  time  for  Congress  to  call  a  halt  to  all  the  proselytising  the  anay 
and  navy  have  bean  doing  to  antrench  thsmsalves  deeper  In  American  life*  Experts  should 
be  on  tap,  but  not  on  top*  As  recipients  of  our  taipayers  money,  the  military  should  be 
our  servants,  not  our  master*  *  *  *  I  Oballange  tha  politicians  to  make  the  qpiestlon  of 
peacetime  conscription  an  Issue  in  the  1946  elections*" 

Josephus  Daniels,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  In  Wilson's  cabinet,  called  coDopulsory  military 
training  "a  discredited  broken  stick*"  Seven  labor  organisations  formed  a  solid  phalanx  of 
opposition  to  enactment  now*  Nathan  Cowan  of  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations  said 
workers  and  soldiers  want  peace  and  "have  no  sympathy  with  those  iho  would  continue  to  use 
the  wealth  of  the  world  to  build  Implements  of  destruction  or  to  train  our  dilldren  to 
become  such  Implements*  Ibr  ere  not  our  children  our  greatest  wealth?" 

International  abolition  of  conscription  was  urged  by  several  witnesses,  Including  Harrop  A* 
Erseman,  professor  of  law  at  tha  Collage  of  William  and  Ifeiry,  Whose  statement  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  also  held  that  peacetime  conscription  was  unconstitutional,  Ifrs*  Mary 

Xarqbharson  of  Seattle,  Washington,  representing  the  Women's  International  League  for  Peace 
and  freedom,  idio  sought  an  International  convention  abolishing  conscription  as  the  first 
st^  In  changing  tha  pattern  of  militarism  and  In  easing  the  crushing  burden  of  armamente* 

Eugene  C*  Pulliam,  publisher  of  the  Indianapolis  Stcgr,  in  a  strong  statement  declared  ; 

"Our  problem  now  Is  not  to  repel  some  unknown  enemy*  It  Is  to  help  bring  order  out 
of  a  devastated  world*  to  do  our  best  to  remove  the  esnses  of  war*  to  show  that  a 
democratic  people  know  more  how  to  win  a  war  than  a  people  enslavei  by  dictators*  Wb 
cannot  do  that  by  dlseardl^  the  democratic  principles  Which  caused  us  to  win  and  by 
taking  up  the  fozmnla  for  fascism  axid'dafsat*  *  *  *  I  cannot  eDQ>haslse  too  strongly 
that  If  this  measure  Is  passed  now.  It  will  baeoms  a  political  football  In  the  also- 
tlon  of  1946,  and  again  1  repeat.  If  we  pass  It  now,  It  will  most  surely  be  repealed 
by  the  Congress  eleoted  In  1946*" 

TBI  |64  qSXBTION 

The  United  State#  News  for  Jtine  29  Indicates  that  a  military  establishment  of  between 
2,000,000  and  2,500,000  man  Is  being  plaoasd  for  the  post  war  period  at  a  cost  between  six 
and  el^t  billion  dollars  and  asks  how  sudi  a  mllitcury  foroe  can  be  raised  without  con¬ 
scription*  This  would  Include  ooeopatlon  forces  for  Germany  and  Japan,  troops  for  new 
Island  bases,  the  world's  larcBSst  Navy,  contingents  for  use  by  the  projected  Security 
Council,  active  defense  forces  at  home,  and  200,000  for  training  the  young  men  called  Tq> 
under  peacetime  conscription*  Vs  would  like  to  ask,  "Is  this  the  victory  promised  our 
people,  or  will  the  Uhited  States  make  a  racd  bid  for  mutual  reduction  of  armaments  and  tha 
International  abolition  of  conscription,  instead  of  leading  the  world  into  bankruptcy?" 

I - - - 1 


Cost  *  It  Is  costing  $2*00  a  year  to  mall  the  Newsletter,  with  Supplements*  This  News¬ 
letter  Is  not  on  a  subscription  basis*.  It  Is  dependant  on  voluntary  contributions  alone 
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THE  ICNTH  IN  CONOHS^S 

PEACE  h)B  japan  -  Soon  after  the  Preeldant  finished  speaking  to  the  Senate  todagr  on 

ratification  of  the  San  Francisco  Charter,  Senator  Wallace  H* 

White,  Jr.,  of  Maine,  Hepnhlican  leader  of  the  Senate,  in  a  brief  speech  on  the  floor  called 
for  a  statement  of  specific  peace  terms  for  Japan  as  a  means  of  diortening  the  war  in  the 
Pacific. 

POOD  AND  BELIEF  -  The  Office  of  Foreign  Agricoltnral  Belations  of  the  Department  of  ilg- 

rieolture  eetlmates  that  Europe  needs  a  minimum  of  twelve  million  tons 
of  food  a  year  for  two  or  three  years,  tdilGh  is  about  7$  of  our  national  yield*  Of  this,  i 
nearly  half  would  be  wheat,  of  ihich  we  have  a  great  surplus*  ^  question  therefore  is 
whether  we  would  be  willing  to  sacrifice  our  mar|^n  of  meats,  fats  and  oils,  and  dairy 
products*  Accordlz^  to  a  recent  Qallup  poll,  SSjl  of  the  people  in  ^e  United  States  would 
be  willing  to  continue  rationing  so  that  our  surplus  be  shared  with  Europe*  And  yet 

because  of  shipping  difficulties,  lack  of  a  detexmined  national  policy  for  making  adequate 
food  available  for  relief,  greater  purchasing  power  at  home  for  food,  and  other  reasons, 
war-devastated  Europe  is  still  suffering  for  lack  of  food*  Bave  you  written  the  President 
urging  that  more  food  be  sent  abroad? 

F  E  P  C  -  Hhe  bill  for  a  Permanent  Fair  PhploTment  Practice  Consaisslon  is  bottled  up  in 
the  House  Boles  Ccoaittee*  Only  about  138  out  of  the  required  218  signatures 
have  yet  been  secured  on  a  discharge  petition*  The  teoporary  F  E  P  C  (the  President's 
Committee)  was  subjected  to  a  filibuster  by  Senators  Bilbo  and  Eastland  until  June  30  when 
Senator  Barkley  proposed  a  coopromise  ippropriation  of  $250,000  instead  of  the  requested 
$446,000  which  had  been  eliminated  by  the  House  Caomlttee  on  Appropriations*  The  House 
Buies  CoDuittee  and  the  House  Coomittee  on  Appropriations  refused  even  this  amount*  As 
this  letter  is  being  written  the  fate  of  both  the  tenporary  and  permanent  F  £  P  C  is  in 
Jeopardy* 

STABNES  BIDEB  -  In  spite  of  a  recommendation  from  the  War  Department  that  the  rider  wftd  Ch 
prohibited  the  use  of  conscientious  objectors  abroad  in  privately  finan¬ 
ced  relief  projects  be  removed  from  the  Whr  Department  Appropriation  Bill,  the  language  was 
restored  by  the  House  Subcommittee  on  Military  Appropriations*  The  ikienda  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  has  worked  actively  for  months  to  have  this  rider  eliminated.  For  the 
third  time  the  Senate  acted  against  this  rider  on  June  28,  and  for  the  third  time  the  rider 
was  put  back  in  the  conference  comnittee  due  in  large  measure  to  the  insistence  of  Hep- 
resentative  D.  lane  Powers  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey*  So  no  C.O*  can  serve  in  foreign  relief  i 
yet* 

BRETTON  1I30DS  AOBEmENT  -  The  revised  bill  to  ratify  the  proposed  baxflc  and  stabilization 

fund  passed  the  House  346  to  18  on  June  7*  This  has  been 
reported  out  favorably  by  the  Senate  Oosmittee  on  Banking  Currency  is  eipected  to 
pass  the  Senate* 

BECIPBOCAL  trade  AGSEEMENTS  -  The  Act  to  continue  the  Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements  Progrsm 

for  three  years  and  to  grant  the  State  Department  power  to 
effect  further  reductions  of  50^  ftom  January  1946  levels  passed  the  Senate  June  20  by  54  to 
21  and  has  been  signed  by  President  Tmnan. 

SUFFLEMENTABT  MATERIAL 

The  Nswsletter  csoncentrates  more  on  reporting  activity  and  progress  on  legislation  than  on 
analysing  and  appraisizig  their  intrinsic  merits  or  defects  in  detail*  When  available  we 
have  been  enclosing  or  sending  under  separate  cover  supplementary  material  on  peacetime  con¬ 
scription,  the  San  Francisco  Conference,  Bretton  Woods  proposals,  reciprocal  trade  agree¬ 
ments,  etc.,  as  a  further  service  to  our  readers  for  their  own  information  or  to  i/ass  onto 
their  groups.  The  Nswsletter  is  designed  not  for  your  own  private  pleasure  but  for  you  to 
share  as  widely  as  possible.  Are  you  using  it  effectively?  Have  you  suggestions? 

S*  Baymond  Wilson 


I 


THE  UNITED  NATIONS  CHASTER 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  NEWSLETTER,  JULY  4,  1946 

Issudd  >7  the  Prlends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
2111  Florida  Aveme,  N.  W.,  Washington  8,  D.  C. 


The  Ihiited  Nations  Charter  drawn  up  during  nine  weeks  of  dellheration  at  San  Francisco  >7 
representatives  of  50  nations  has  now  been  presented  in  person  b7  President  Truman  to  the 
Senate  for  ratification.  Bearings  are  sciheduled  to  begin  JUI7  9  b7  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.  Senators  Connall7  azid  Vandenberg  have  already  addressed  the  Senate  in 
prellminar7  reports  as  members  of  the  Anerican  delegation  to  the  San  Francisco  Conference. 
Senate  consideration  of  the  Charter  treat7  is  expected  to  begin  soon.  Present  indications 
are  that  the  Senate  will  remain  in  session  until  a  vote  is  taken  and  that  the  treat7  will 
be  ratified  b7  a  considerable  margin  over  the  required  two-thirds. 

WaiT  THE  UNITED  NATIONS  CHARTER  PROVIDES 

Within  four  pages  it  is  possible  to  sketch  the  provisions  and  the  limitations  of  the  Char¬ 
ter  onl7  in  the  barest  outlines.  Ihe  full  text  of  the  Charter  has  been  made  available  b7 
the  State  Department  and  is  being  sent  out  with  this  Newsletter  for  7our  thoughtful  study 
idiile  it  is  being  debated  in  the  Senate,  in  the  press,  and  over  the  radio. 

Members hiu  in  the  United  Nations  is  open  to  the  original  50  signatories  at  the  San  Frax^ 
cisco  Conference  and  "to  all  other  peace-loving  states  shidh  accept  the  obligations  con¬ 
tained  in  the  present  Charter  and,  in  the  Judgooent  of  the  Organization,  are  able  and 
willing  to  carry  out  these  obligations."  The  'purposes  include  the  maintenance  of  inter¬ 
national  peace  and  security,  collective  measures  for  the  prevention  and  suppression  of 
acts  of  aggression,  the  development  of  friendly  relations  among  nations,  and  efforts  "to 
achieve  international  cooperation  in  solving  international  problems  of  an  economic, 
social,  cultural,  or  humanitarian  character,  and  in  promoting  and  encouraging  respect  for 
human  ri^ts  and  for  fundamental  freedoms  for  all  without  distinction  as  to  race,  sex, 
language,  or  religion."  (Articles  1,  4) 

The  principles  include  a  recognition  of  the  sovereign  equality  of  all  its  members  (modi¬ 
fied  later  in  the  text  by  veto  provisions  and  membership  in  the  Security  Council),  ob¬ 
ligations  (1)  to  fulfil  in  good  faith  the  provisions  of  the  Charter;  (2)  to  settle  dis¬ 
putes  by  peaceful  means*  (3)  to  refrain  from  the  use  or  threat  of  use  of  force  except  as 
prescribed  by  the  Organization;  (4)  to  assist  in  common  action  agreed  upon  by  the  Council  , 
and  (5)  to  refrain  from  giving  assistance  to  any  state  against  Which  preventive  or  en- 
for  cement  action  is  being  taken.  (Article  2) 

The  United  Nations  are  pledged  to  promote  hi^er  standards  of  living,  full  esq>loymeit  (a 
new  goal  in  international  agreements),  solutions  of  international  economic,  social, 
health,  and  related  problems  and  to  develop  international  cultural  and  educational  co¬ 
operation.  There  shall  be  no  restrictions  placed  on  the  eligibility  of  men  and  woxnen  to 
participate  .in  any  capacity  euid  under  conditions  of  equality  in  its  principal  and  sub¬ 
sidiary  organs.  (Articles  8,  55) 

/ 

!Qie  Charter  will  come  into  effect  when  ratified  by  the  Big  Five  and  by  a  majority  of  the 
other  signatory  states.  It  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  General  Assembly 
plus  ratification  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  United  Nations  Including  the  Big 
Five.  Two-thirds  of  the  Assembly  and  seven  members  of  the  Council  may  call  a  general 
Conference  for  reviewing  the  present  Charter.  (Articles  106,  109,  110) 

The  six  principal  orgEuas  of  the  United  Nations  include  a  General  Assembly,  a  Security 
Council,  an  Economic  and  Social  Council,  a  Trusteeship  Council,  an  International  (hurt 
of  Justice,  and  a  Secretariat.  (Article  7) 
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The  General  Assemhly 

The  General  Assembly  is  to  he  comprised  of  all  the  mamhers  of  the  United  Nations,  with 
each  State  having  one  vote.  Decisione  on  inqportant  questions  shall  he  made  hy  two- thirds 
vote  including  recoimendations  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  security,  election  of  • 
non-permanent  members  of  the  Security  Council  and  of  members  of  the  Economic  and  Social 
Council  and  the  non-colonial  holding  members  of  the  Trusteeship  Council,  suspension  of 
members,  and  so  on.  Procedural  questions  may  be  decided  by  a  simple  majority.  This  is  a 
considerable  advance  over  the  unanimity  rule  of  the  old  League  Assembly.  (Articles  9,  18) 

The  General  Assembly  is  precluded  from  making  recommendations  regarding  settlement  of  dis¬ 
putes  actually  under  consideration  by  the  Security  Council.  With  the  foregoing  exception, 
"the  General  Assembly  may  recommend  measures  for  the  peaceful  adjustment  of  any  situation, 
regardless  of  origin,  which  it  deems  likely  to  Impair  the  general  welfare  or  friendly 
relations  among  nations.”  It  "may  consider  the  general  principles  of  cooperation  in  the 
maintenance  of  international  peace  and  security,  including  the  principles  governing  dis¬ 
armament  and  the  regulations  of  armaments  and  may  make  reconmendations  with  regard  to 
such  principles  to  the  members  or  to  the  Security  Council  or  to  both.”  (Articles  11,12)14) 

Bie  Security  Council 

The  Security  Council  is  to  be  made  up  of  China,  Prance,  the  Soviet  Union,  Great  Britain, 
the  United  States  as  permanent  members,  and  six  other  States  elected  by  the  Gensral  Assem¬ 
bly  with  consideration  for  geographical  distribution  and  their  contribution  in  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  peace  and  security.  This  would  seon  to  give  priority  to  the  so-called  "middle 
powers”  and  will  probably  result  in  diminished  opportunity  for  the  smaller  states. 

(Article  23) 

Ihe  Security  Council  is  to  function  continuously.  Any  State,  not  a  member  of  the  Security 
Council,  may  participate,  without  a  vote,  in  the  dismission  of  any  question  vhen  such  State 
considers  that  its  interests  are  specifically  affected.  Decisions  on  other  than  procedural 
questions  shall  be  made  by  a  vote  of  at  least  seven  members,  including  all  the  peimament 
members.  In  other  words,  each  one  of  the  Big  Five  have  a  veto  power  on  all  important 
decisions  of  the  Security  Council.  (Articles  27,  28,  31,  32) 

!lhe  Council  with  the  sussistanoe  of  the  Military  Staff  Committee  shall  be  responsible  for 
formulating  a  system  for  the  regulation  of  armaments.  (Article  26) 

Senator  Yandenberg  pointed  out  in  his  speech  in  the  Senate  June  29th  the  various  steps 
that  must  be  taken  before  sanctions  can  be  applied.  The  Senator  asked,  "IBhat  are  these 
pacific  routines  Tdilch  thus  must  be  e^diausted?  (l)  Solution  by  negotiation.  (2)  Inquiry. 
(3)  Mediation.  (4)  Conciliation.  (5)  Arbitration.  (6)  Judicial  settlement.  ^  )  Resort 
to  regional  arrangements.  (8)  Other  peaceful  means  chosen  by  the  disputants  themselves. 

(9)  Appropriate  procedures  or  methods  of  i^Justment  reconsnended  by  the  Security  Council,” 
which  the  Senator  described  as  a  cooling  off  process  for  invoking  the  moral  pressure  of 
the  organized  conscience  of  the  world.  (Articles  33  -  38) 

All  mnobers  of  the  United  Nations  agree  to  make  available  armed  forces  (the  exact  pro¬ 
visions  to  be  worked  out  in  a  subsequent  agreement)  for  call  by  the  Security  Council  aiA 
to  have  inmediately  available  national  air  force  contingents.  If  pacific  methods  of 
settlement  fail  or  are  not  used  the  Security  Council  may  order  economic  sanctions  in¬ 
cluding  "complete  or  partial  interruption  of  economic  relations  and  of  rail)  sea)  air) 
postal,  telegraphic,  radio,  and  other  means  of  coxonuni cation,  and  the  severance  of  dip¬ 
lomatic  relations.  Or  it  may  order  action  by  air,  sea,  or  land  forces,  including  donoxw 
strations,  blockade  £Ad  military  hostilities.  Regional  agencies  are  given  opportunity  fox 
attenqjting  peaceful  settlement  but  are  excluded  from  taking  enforcement  action  except  un¬ 
der  the  authority  of  the  Security  Council.  (Articles  41,  42,  43,  52,  53) 


!Qie  Economic  and  Social  Cioancll 


At  tlie  San  Francisco  Conference,  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  vvas  made  a  "principal 
orgaz^  of  the  United  Nations  Organization*  It  Is  to  consist  of  el^teen  mamhers  elected 
for  a  three  year  term  "by  the  General  Assembly*  It  Is  csharged  with  responsibility  for  pro¬ 
moting  human  rights  and  fundamental  freedoms*  Its  ta^  Is  the  prevention  of  war  by  trying 
to  get  underlying  economic  and  social  problems  solved  before  they  break  out  In  Inter¬ 
national  violence*  It  will  coordinate  the  activities  of  specialized  agencies  dealing  with 
the  sources  of  International  friction,  such  as  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization,  tne 
International  Monetaury  Fund,  the  International  Bank  for  Be  construct  Ion  and  nevelopooent , 
and  the  International  Labor  Organization*  In  such  areas,  many  people  believe,  rests  our 
best  hope  of  averting  war  and  In  developing  world  government*  (Articles  61,  62,  63,  64, 

66,  68  ,  71) 

The  Trusteeship  Council 

The  declared  purpose  of  .the  trusteeship  system  Is  to  .."promote  the  .political,  economic,^  ..... 
social,  and  educational  advancement  of  the  Izlhabltants  of  the  trust  territories,  and  their 
progressive  development  toward  self-government  or  Independence  as  may  be  appropriate  to  the 
particular  circumstances  of  each  territory  azid  Its  peoples  and  the  freely  e^^ressed  rlshes 
of  the  people  concerned,"  and  to  ensure  equal  treatment  In  social,  economic,  and  ccD^i.'"- 
clal  matters  for  all  members  of  the  United  Nations*  (Articles  75,  76) 

The  trusteeship  system  shall  apply  to  sudi  territories  as  may  be  placed  therexmder  In  the 
categories,  Including  territories  now  held  under  mandate;  territories  which  may  be  de¬ 
tached  from  enemy  states  as  a  result  of  the  Second  World  War;  and  territories  voluntajrily 
placed  under  the  system.  It  shall  not  apply  to  territories  ^Ich  have  become  members 
the  United  Nations  (sudi  as  India)*  The  agreement  In  each  case  shall  Include  the  terms 
under  idildi  tie  trust  territory  shall  be  administered*  (Articles  77,  78,  79,  81) 

The  Security  Council  shall  have  supervision  over  areas  designated  as  strategic  and  the 
General  Assembly  over  other  trusteeship  areas*  The  General  Assembly  has  general  super¬ 
vision  over  the  Trusteedilp  Council  which  Is  to  be  made  up  of  the  trust  administering 
States  and  an  equal  number  of  noi>>colonlal  States*  The  General  Assembly  may  accept 
petitions  and  provide  for  periodic  visits  to  trustee  areas*  Critics  of  these  arrangements 
point  out  that  at  least  750,000,CX)0  people,  Including  India,  still  do  not  have  Independence 
and  will  not  come  under  such  trusteeship  provisions*  (Articles  82,  83,  86,  87) 

SOME  BRIEF  OBSERVATIONS 

The  Nation  (June  30)  comments  as  follows  regarding  the  Charter  .  "It  promises  an  Instru¬ 
ment  which  can  be  used  for  the  preservation  of  peace  if  the  powers  desire  peace*  It  offers 
a  forum  for  the  d.ebate  of  world  problems  and  a  court  for  the  adjudication  of  disputes* **« 

It  does  not  createelther  a  world  goverzment  or  a  federation  of  rtatlcns;  It  does  not  modlQr 
In  any  iitportant  degree  the  existing  colonial  system;  It  does  not  establish  freedom  vVhere 
none  now  exists.  The  separate  sovereignty  of  the  States  comprising  the  new  organization  Is 
elaborately  protected  and  the  authority  of  the  greatest  powers  Is  strongly  intrenched 
behind  the  unanimity  rule.  But  anything  less  than  this  would  have  been  rejected,  not  only 
,  by  Russia  and  probably  by  Britain,  but  certainly  by  the  United  States  Senate*  The  simple 
fact  Is  that  a  more  democratic  instrument  would  imply  a  world  In  which  nationalism  hml  been 
replacjed  by  International  brotherhood." 

So  as  the  United  States  Joins  the  United  Nations  Organization  it  Is  evident  that  madilziery 
will  work  only  as  there  Is  the  will  and  the  spirit  to  make  It  work  anti  to  in^rove  It.  VSis 
can  face  earnestly  the  long  process  ahead  to  develop  a  democratic  and  effective  world  sys¬ 
tem  azid  begin  now  to  build  public  opinion  for  the  eiddltlonal  steps  that  need  to  be  taken 
and  the  revisions  that  should  be  made. 
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There  is  the  gigantic  task  of  tranefomlng  a  league  of  victors  into  a  democratic  world  or-' 
ganization.  Sven  Switzerland  and  Sweden  were  not  invited  to  the  San  IVancisco  Conference 
nor  to  he  among  the  original  signatories*  Now  we  have  a  dual  basis  of  political  morality 
with  Big  Powers  having,  to  be  true,  certain  unequal  responsibilities,  but  exercising 
special  veto  powers  and  innunities  not  granted  to  other  nations. 

Both  the  United  States  and  Britain  seem  to  be  planning  gigantic  Increases  in  armaments 
over  pre-war  levels  Instead  of  campaigning  for  worldwide  reduction  and  the  international 
abolition  of  conscription.  The  United  States  and  Hussia  are  now  engaged  in  a  complicated 
series  of  rivalries  for  political  and  military  power  and  prestige  whidi  needs  to  be  greatly 
modified  if  we  are  not  to  find  ourselves  in  a  third  World  War.  This  is  perhaps  the  most 
immediate  and  crucial  test  of  our  advance  toward  peace  and  the  most  is^ortant  job  for 
Allied  diplomacy. 

SOME  UMITATIONS  OP  THE  CHAETER 

It  would  seem  that  the  Security  Council  dominates  the  organization  and  the  Big  Five  domi¬ 
nate  the  Council.  Bach  of  the  Big  Five  retains  veto  power  over  even  efforts  at  peace ^ 
settlement  vdiere  it  is  not  formally  a  party  to  the  dispute.  They  retain  veto  power  over 
amendments  to  the  Charter  and  over  the  admission  of  new  members* 

It  is  frankly  recognized  that  military  action  cannot  be  invoked  against  the  Big  Three,  so 
that  the  economic  power  and  military  power  at  the  disposal  of  the  OrgEmlzation  is  avail¬ 
able  for  policing  the  smEtller  states,  but  who  will  police  the  policexoen  7  We  now  witness, 
as  a  result  of  the  war,  the  world  being  divided, into  three  spheres  of  influence,  a  trian¬ 
gular  balance  of  power  system,  subject  to  a  few  self-denying  ordinances  and  the  possible 
marshaling  of  world  opinion*  If  ever  the  veto  is  used  in  a  situation  where  overfhehning 
opinion  in  the  world  were  convinced  that  an  aggression  had  occurred  or  was  threatened, 
then  without  doubt  we  would  stand  on  the  threshold  of  World  War  III* 

Reduction  of  armaments  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Military  Staff  Comcoittee  to  be  com¬ 
posed  of  the  military  chiefs  of  the  Big  Five  althou^  the  General  Assembly  may  make  recon- 
mendationa  to  the  Goverxments  or  Security  Council  concerning  "principles  governing  disar¬ 
mament  and  the  regulation  of  armaments**  Yet,  time  and  a^in  In  the  hearings  on  conscrip¬ 
tion  it  was  argued  by  proponents  of  peacetime  conscription  that  universal  military  train¬ 
ing  was  needed  to  back  up  our  cosxmitments  and  carry  out  our  implied  obligatione  under  the 
Charter  for  guaranteeing  the  future  peace  of  the  world* 

The  Trusteeship  Council  has  no  authority  for  supervision  or  inspection  outside  those  areas 
vhidi  may  he  voluntarily  placed  under  its  care*  The  ULaim  of  the  U*  S*  Navy  for  xini- 
lateral  control  over  such  strategic  areas  as  it  may  desire  seriously  weakensd  the  Trustee¬ 
ship  Council  and  gave  the  Russians,  for  exanple,  too  much  moral  justification  for  their 
actions  in  manipulating  their  borders  and  their  neigihhors  for  strategic  and  security 
reasons* 

The  peace  settlements  with  Germany  and  Japan  and  Italy  are  expressly  placed  outside  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  Ikitions,  and  yet  so  much  depends  on  whether  the  peoples  of  thos 
countries  are  given  help  and  encouragement  in  the  developnent  of  democratic  Ideae  and  in¬ 
stitutions  and  are  given  a  real  stake  in  the  search  for  a  peaceful  world* 

President  Truman  said  as  he  urged  ratification  of.  the  treaty  by  the  Senate,  "Improvements 
will  come  in  the  future  ae  the  Ikiited  Nations  gain  ej^rience  with  the  machinery  end 
methods  which  they  have  set  up*  For  this  Is  not  a  static  treaty*  It  e^n  be  improved  — 
smd,  as  the  years  go  by,  it  will  be  —  just  as  our  own  Constitution  has  been  improved*" 


E*  Raymozid  Wilson 
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Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

2111  Florida  Avenue,  N.W. 

Washington  8,  D.C. 


URGENT 


Europe  is  facing  a  winji!^  of  extreme  hunger,  while  America  remains  com¬ 
paratively  well-fed.  The  OWI  warns  that  "Thousands  of  people  will  starve 
and  freeze  to  death  in  Europe  this  winter  unless  help  can  be  rushed  from 
outside," 

If  America  is  to  help,  there  must  be  a  change  in  our  present  policy' of 
attending  to  our  own  wants  first.  The  surrender  of  Japan  means  that  large 
amounts  of  food  which  would  have  been  taken  by  the  military  are  now 
available  either  to  increase  American  consumption,  or  to  help  relieve  the 
ghastly  hunger  of  Euroi)e,  Which  shall  it  be?  The  decision  will  be  made 
within  the  next  few  days  or  weeks  by  our  Government,  The  Government  has 
heard  from  those  who  want  this  food  for  themselves.  The  millions  of 
Americans  willing  to  share  have  remained  silent, 

WRITE  IMMEDIATELY  TO  YOUR  SENATORS,  CONGRESSMAN,  NMSPAPSR,  AND  THE 
PRESIDENT,  IN  YOUR  OWN  WORDS,  SUPPORTING  A  PROGRAM  OF  MAXD^Ulvi  ASSISTANCE 
TO  EUROPE.  Tell  them  you  are  willing  to  accept  continued  rationing  of 
scarce  foods  needed  to  relieve  distress  overseas. 


E,  Raymond  Wilson 


August  2U,  19U5 


